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l. Investigation and research in the development of petroleum and coal under the
Tito Five Year plan are presently headed by Dr. Vasilsj Simic, Chief of the
Geoloziocal Imstitute in Belgrade. Simin is abeut 40 years old and before the
war was an assiatent at the University of Belgrade. He is now & member of the
Commnist Party. His mein assisteant is Maj, Drazotin Frotsn Chief of the
G eo~Physics Seotion of the Military Geogrophicel Institute {n Belgrade, The
present shortege of trained and experiemce geologists and geo-physicists in
Yugoalavia, however, greatly complicates Dr. Simic's and Maj. Prcsen's task.

2. Petroleum;

Production before World Wer II was very limited in Yygoslevia and did not
exceed 1000 tons e year. pPetroleunm wells in Sylnica (16%3115" & x 46%29*30" ¥
of Gr.), and Peklenioa (16 28t'30" x 46°29745" ¥, of Gr.), were exploited by
the Med}mmrje Petrol Company which was owned by foreipgn capital. Since 1000
ton pre-war yearly production was cnly sbout one per cent of Yugeslavia's dome
estic needs, tho t.alance had to be imported. In 1959 the Germans, whose i1
oxperts were personally known to Dragotin Prosen, cbtained permission from the
\ Yugoslav govermment to investigate «nd exploit the 4000 square k7 lometer areas
- aouth of the Dreva river, which inoludsd the areas of Lendave ar< Medjimurje
{sic) in the vicinity of Cakovec end Mursko-Sredisce. Thus Germe:n cepital
controlled the Yugoslav companies of Panonija, Uljevik and Bitumen, Through
this manipulation, the Germans also gained oontrol of the Bujavica erea, -
neor Lipik (17 02'45" E x 4P 26100" N of Gr.) in Civdtie which since 1920
had been used by the Yugoslavs to extract methane gus.

3. By means of their investigations, "‘erman ocoupation autnorities vere able to
extract 7000 tons of pstroleum during 1944, Apter the German arristice in
1945, and because of the general disorder in Yugoslavie, the pst:'sléum pro-
duction dropped to 2000 tons in 1946, B. Andrajev, present Yugc lav mining
Minister has been reported to have stated officially, however, t! at the Yugo-
slay petroleum production in 1947 would reeoch & total cf 15,000 ions, and in
agcordance with the Five Year plen by 1951 should reach e yearly production of
500,000 tons. :

4. Broad tertiary veins leading from Slovenia to the Rumanian border show definite
traces of 1l deposita and mothane gas at the Prekmurje, Podravjs (sic) and
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T"oslavina~lozega arous, which include the pits at isleuska, %ojilo, Tzljonil:,
Bujavien, Zovskn, Garuvar. The mountain arsas in Jajevica and COrrmica in
the vicinity of Tuzla, Bosnia, as well as the vicinity of Aleksinec, I'isava
and Pirot, Soria, show signs of steatite and bituminous veins which are
indications of oil doposits.

The following areas have been investipated and developed previous to the
Five Year plan:

&) The Likleuska (16%2'40" L x 45%53'00" I of 4r.) oll pits which were first
developed in 1890, werc drilled during ‘Jorlc Tar II by Gorman oil experts.
Alsc at the same time, they investipated the oil pits in the village of-
Uljanik, 16 uilometers SW of Daruvar, which is one of the oldest Yugoslav oil
pits from vwhich the village derived its name (Ulje: oil).

b) The mountain region, Fejevien, north of Tuzla, containing oil was investi-
gated during the swarer of 1940 by e pravi-mebriecal froup ol the IMlitary
Georraphicel Institute of Belcrade under the direotion of Prossi. They
could not complete their studies and findings, however, becauss 3f the
outbreak of the Jerman-Yugoslav war on 6 fLipril 1941, “ravi-metrical
details by which structure of the earth layers werc determined woro later
forwarded and asserbled for the "administration of the Yuroslsv Stato
Tonopolic«™ and for the ™'inistry of Forestry and "ines". This survey
was oxecuted with the help of torsional scales and Sternek's rondulun,

¢) During Yorld TarlIl, Tormen oxnorts undortook pravi-netrical surveys in the
vicinity of llovska but did not stert experinontal drilling. This arom is
- of the same pgecloziecl structure as the ground in "ikleuslm, TuJilo and
Pujavica.

d) In 1933, Teslicl(fmx), a Yugoslev industrielist, discovered wethene ges in
the vieinity of 3isak neur Caprag;, Croatia, which since then has been
exploited.

e) Preliminary research before .Jorld “ar II located petroleun deposits in the
Jrim Valley between Dgbar and Ohrid. This ares, olose to the .ilbanian
border and bolioved to be commected with the Albanian oil areas, is also
included in the Five Year oil and methane reseerch plan,

Yugoslav oil experts are very skopiical sbout the anticipated procduction of
500,000 tons of oil by 1951 because of the present difficulty in rbtaining
technical facilities like drilling machinery, ete.. turthermore, the oil
roefinery noar the Tegno Aircraft Tmetory at Maribor which operated during World
War II is now producing only 1000 tons of fuel per year. The Romss oil refin-
erypt Fiume, which is at present considered ocne of the largest in Iygoslavia,
was 707 destroyed during the German evacustion. Although it has pradually been
repaired, the Nistillation Department just began operating in January 1947,

and the Pressure Distillaetion Seetion on 1 July 1947, According to future plens
the Romsa Rafinery is scheduled to reach its pro-war capac’ty on 1 January

1948 in spito of the fact that it is not completely reconstructed :s yet. The
Tito "ive Yoor plan anticipates an inoreaso of 50,000 tons » or 109 incroase
in Romsa Refinery's pre-wor production. Furthermore, construction of refine )
ories planned within this period micht increase Yuroslav oil production an add-
itional 200,000 tons, vhich would meke its total production 300,000 but nost
certainly not 500,000 as anticipated by B. Andrejev.
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